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charming and affectionate, and he stayed in S1 Petersburg until September, nothing definite wa settled.
Madame  Hanska was  a prudent  person; he
dearly-loved daughter Anna was growing up, an
it was quite necessary to settle her in life befoi
taking  any  decided   step.     Besides,  though sfc
hardly allowed this to herself, there is no doul
that she  was  rather alarmed  at the prospect <
becoming   Madame   Honore    de   Balzac.      Tl:
marriage would be decidedly a mesalliance for
Rzewuska, and her family constantly and steadi]
exerted   their    influence    to   prevent   her   froi
wrecking   her   future.     What,   they  asked   he
would  be her life with  a husband as eccentri
extravagant,  and  impecunious,   as  they believe
Balzac to be ?    They collected gossip about hi
in Paris, and told Madame Hanska endless stork
occasionally   true,    often   false,   and   sometim
merely exaggerated, about  his  oddities,  his lo
affairs, and his general  unsuitability  for allian
with  an aristocratic  family.      It  was  no dou
pleasant to have a man of genius and of worl
wide fame as  a lover;   but what would be h
position if she  took  the  fatal  step,  and bou]
herself to him for life ?    Madame Hanska listen
and paused: she well understood her advantag
as a great and moneyed lady ;  and she was und
no illusions  as  to   the   harassed  and   chequer
existence which she would lead with Balzac.    S
had often lent him money, his letters kept 1he Edition Definitive of Balzac's works, or in "Balzac Chez Lui," by Leon Gozlan.
